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Turkey Farm
Rescue
Chris Smith is 7 years old and has always loved ani-
mals. In fact, he even wants to be an animal doctor,
or veterinarian, when he grows up. Chris has rescued
a bunch of animals that were in terrible trouble. He
is able to help these animals not only because of his
own compassion for them, but also because his par-
ents love animals too. 

One year, at Thanksgiving, Chris went to the
slaughterhouse to buy feed for a pair of ducks he had
rescued, when he saw a young turkey crammed in a
dirty cage. The turkey was very scared—in fact, all
the animals in that place were scared. Chris knew
that he couldn’t let the turkey die and that he had to
try to save it. He begged his mom to help the turkey
and brought him home where he made friends with
all his other rescued animals.

Youngest Doctor 

Balamurali Ambati became the world's youngest doc-
tor when he graduated from the Mount Sinai School
of Medicine in New York City on May 19, 1995 at
the age of 17. After graduating, Balamurali continued
his education at Harvard specializing in ophthalmolo-
gy and began a four-year residency in ophthalmology
at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary.

The young doctor-to-be moved to the US from
his native India at age 3, finished two elementary
school grades each year, and graduated from high
school in Baltimore at age 11. That year, he also
wrote a book on AIDS with his then 17-year-old
older brother, Jayakrishna, which won an award from
the American Medical Association. Balamurali gradu-
ated magna cum laude from New York University
and entered medical school at 14. 

The teenager said he knew by age 4 what his cho-
sen profession would be, and that he wanted to break
a world record and become the youngest doctor ever.
He says, "A lot of people want to break some record,
don't they? It's a matter of personal satisfaction." 
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hearts of her audience,
and were just what the
doctor ordered for the
depression-sickened
United States

She was only 3 years
old when she worked on
her first movie, with a stu-
dio called Baby Burlesks,
which produced works that parodied popular films by
using children to play roles made famous by adults.
In 1934, Shirley Temple got her big break with
Twentieth Century Fox in Stand Up and Cheer. The
song, “On the Good Ship Lollipop,” which was fea-
tured in the movie, sold over half a million copies.
She gained international fame that same year with
Little Miss Marker and Bright Eyes.

Shirley Temple also broke the rules with her 
performance with African-American actor Bill
“Bojangles” Robinson in a musical Civil War drama
called The Little Colonel (1934). The scene where the
two danced side by side up and down a staircase was
way before its time, but then again, so was Shirley
Temple. She was performing the most complicated
musical routines ever produced on a Hollywood
sound stage. And, if that’s not enough, she also pre-
ferred to do her own stunts!

In later life, Shirley Temple moved into politics
and was a member of the US delegation to the
United Nations (1969-1970); became the first woman
White House Chief of Protocol for President Gerald
Ford (1976-1977); and the US ambassador to
Czechoslovakia (1989-1992).
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Super kids in History

Little Curly
Top
Possibly the most photographed child
ever, actress Shirley Temple is the
youngest person to win an Academy
Award. At the age of 6, she won a spe-
cial Juvenile Oscar Award, “in grateful
recognition of her outstanding contribu-
tion to screen entertainment,” on
February 27, 1935. 

Shirley Temple starred in more than 40 movies and
50 television productions. The height of her career
was between 1932 and 1936 when she starred in 35
films. She was voted the number one box-office star
in America in 1935, and at that time, every little girl
wanted a Shirley Temple doll.

Born with the name Shirley Jane Temple, the tal-
ented singer and tap-dancer is perhaps the most well-
known child actor in Hollywood history. Her father
was a bank teller and her mother a housewife, but
Shirley Temple’s cheerful attitude and bright smile
made her a natural for the big screen. Her cute lisp,
blonde ringlets, and adorable dimples warmed the
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Pennies for pups Putting on a 
better FACE
Melissa Poe was 9 years old when she began a cam-
paign for a cleaner environment by writing a letter to
then President George Herbert Walker Bush. She
launched a nationwide campaign, recruiting advertis-
ers to donate 250 billboards across the country, in
support of her message.

The response to her plea for help was so over-
whelming that Melissa established Kids For A
Cleaner Environment (Kids FACE) in 1989. There
are now 300,000 members of Kids FACE worldwide
and is the world's largest youth environmental organi-
zation. Since the organization started, Kids FACE
members have distributed and planted over one mil-
lion trees! Ongoing tree-planting projects include the
creation of Kid's Yards—backyard wildlife habitats. 

Melissa has traveled the world encouraging kids
to adopt earth-friendly attitudes and habits. She has
addressed the Voices of the Future Program at the
Earth Summit in Brazil. Kids FACE has also
launched a number of successful events such as Kid's
Earth Flag, in which several thousand children from
across the world unite to create an environmental dis-
play covering the Mall in Washington, DC.

Ten-year old Stacey Hillman really cares about police
dogs, and she had the brilliant idea of starting an offi-
cial charity—called Pennies to Protect Police Dogs—
which raises money to buy bulletproof vests for
police dogs. Stacey was reading a magazine article
about police dogs needing bulletproof (and stab-
resistant) vests and she thought that someone should
start raising money for the police dogs. So she went
to her local police department and asked the police
chief if she could collect money there for the police
dogs. He said yes! 

While the grown-ups were busy with the legal
things, she got busy visiting all the local police dogs
and telling the different departments about her new
charity. She made collection jugs out of bottles and
put a picture of her with a police dog on it. She put
these bottles in vet's offices and pet stores. 

Stacey travels all around her state to raise money
and tell people how important the police dogs are.
She speaks at schools, and they donate to her charity,
too. Since Stacey started her Pennies to Protect
Police Dogs, she has raised over $140,000 and pur-
chased 180 bulletproof vests. She has many more K-9
friends that still need to be protected and promises
to keep doing her charity until every Police Dog in
the whole country has a bulletproof vest. 
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